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1 Cohere homepage description

If you go to http://cohere.open.ac.uk/ and you are not logged in to Cohere you'll
be pointed to the Cohere Homepage (see the image below)
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Figure 1: The Cohere Website Home page
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2 Cohere concepts and main element description
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Figure 2: Anna’s Data

If you are logged in (to do so just go to the top right menu and click sign in)
You will be pointed to your data (See image above with my data as an example).

2.1 Page Context
At the top center of the page you'll see your name in bold green. This sets the
context of the data shown in the tabbed pages below. In the example above the
context is a person, (Anna De Liddo), and below it shows all that person’s data. If
you are that person (as when viewing your data) you will see all the data. If you
are viewing someone else’s data you will see only their public data.

The context of a page in cohere can be a person, a group, an idea, a website or a
search result. The data then shown in the tabbed areas below relates to that
context.

2.2 Four Navigation Tabs
Below the page context you will have 4 different tabs named: Ideas, Websites,
Connections, People and Group. Sweeping from one tab to another you can view
the list of ideas, you have created, the list of websites you have clipped or
annotated, the connections you have created and the groups you are in.



Page context and the four navigation tabs are key element to orientate yourself
into Cohere.

As you select items on various tabs, like clicking on an idea in the list, the page
context will change to be that Idea or whatever item you have selected and all its
related data will then be loaded into the tabbed sections. The title above the tabs
will always tell you the current context of the data you are viewing. You can
always return easily to your own data at any time by clicking ‘My Data’ on the left
menu pane.

2.3 Main Cohere elements: Idea, Websites, and

Connections
These tabs mainly mirror the main Cohere elements, that are the data the users
can mark up, create and browse with Cohere, namely:

* Websites: you can annotate either an entire website or selections of text
(clips) from a website.

* Ideas: you can write down personal notes, thoughts, questions or anything
else you like. Ideas can also be comments or annotations on websites or
parts of website (clips).

* Connection: you can connect ideas together with a semantic association.



3 Content Creation: How to Ideas, Connections
and Web Annotations

There are two main environments from which users can create content:
*  From the Browser (Cohere Firefox Sidebar)
¢  From the Cohere main Site

3.1 Creating Content from the sidebar

Imaging you are a tourist who loves Turkey and wants to visit Istanbul this
summer. You open your browser and start looking for websites for Istanbul
accommodation.

3.1.1 Creating Websites’ Clips
You can mark websites by creating clips and adding them to your websites list,
To do so just select the text you want to clip and then click on the “clips” button
in the top menu. The clip will appear in the sidebar in the clips tab.

3.1.2 Creating Ideas
You can create ideas from the sidebar by annotating the page you are browsing.
To do so just click the plus button on the top menu.
If you want to make an annotation on a specific part of text on the page just
proceed as for creating a clip, underline the text, and then click on the Plus
button on the top menu. This will open up the idea dialogue window (see figure 3
below).
From this window you can:

- Choose an icon

- Give a title (idea summary)
- Add Description

- Make private or public

- Tag

- Share with Groups

- Add Location

- Add Time

- Add websites
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Figure 3: Idea Dialog



Once you have created the idea from your browser this will appear in the

sidebar.

Several functions can be accessed from the sidebar (see figure 4 below), such as:

I"’\jz‘L’] A

- Show/hide description

- Show/hide websites

- Edit

- Delete

- Add Clips

- Bookmark

- Connect

- Show neighbor network
- Tweet

Hanedan Hotel, Istanbul, Turkey - Ratings, Reviews & Bookings - Travellerspoint
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ranuira

Figure 4: Idea toolbar explained on Cohere Sidebar

3.1.3 Bookmark an idea

To bookmark an idea click the star icon that is underneath the idea label in the
sidebar. This action will turn the star yellow and it will add that idea to the list of
your bookmarked ideas.

3.1.4 Creating Connections

If you want to create a connection between two ideas you go to the ideas tab,
select the idea you want to connect from and click on the connect button

This will open the connection dialogue window (figure 5 below).
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Figure 5: The Connection dialog window



The connection box consists of three elements: ideal (the idea you want to
connect from), idea2 (the idea you want to connect to), a link or semantic
connection.

1) The ideal will be filled with the one you have selected

2) At this point you need to pick the idea you want to connect to. You can
either create a new idea (that will be associated with the url you are on),
or you can pick from already existing ideas.
To pick from already existing ideas, you can either type the label of the
idea you want to connect to (the auto-complete function will allow you to
pick it from a list of your idea that mach the label you typed) or you can
pick it from your bookmarks list.
To open the bookmarks list just click on the “Show bookmarks list” button
(see image above)

“Show bookmarks list” button

Remember, if you want to find the relevant idea you want to connect to in
that list you have to bookmark it before you start making the connection.

3) Finally choose the semantic connection from the “select link type” list, or
create your own by clicking on “add new”. The direction of the connection
can be switched by clicking on “switch” link (see figure 5 above).

3.2 Creating Content from the Cohere Site

Creating websites’ clips, ideas and connections from the main Cohere site follows
similar rules to the ones previously described.

In every page context of Cohere, there is a + icon that enables to create new
content. So depending on which tab you are in, this icon will allow you to add a
new website, a new idea or a new connection.

3.2.1 Creating Websites’ Clips
You create websites list or clips by clicking on the + icon from the websites tab.
(see figure 6 below).
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Figure 6: Creating a new website entry

By clicking on the +button from the Websites tab you will open the create
Websites dialogue box (figure 7 below). Creating Websites from the main Cohere

site is a bit more difficult since users need to copy and paste manually the url and
the text of the clip they want to create.

Moreover users can add tags to the websites and clips they are creating.

OO0 Cohere >>> make the connection (@)

(‘.‘_c\ http://cohere.open.ac.uk/plugin/ui/url.php {}') L,

cohere
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URL: [http:// @&
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(The Clip should be a chunk of website text for this url.
Do not edit unless correcting for a website change.)

Add Tags: (comma separated)

An KMi Tool from the OLnet Project | Contact

Figure 7: The Website dialog window
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3.2.2 Creating Ideas
You can create ideas from the Cohere main site by clicking on the + button from
the Ideas tab (figure 8 below).

S h Signed in as: Anna De Liddo | Sign Out | Blog | About | Help | Admin
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Figure 8: Creating a new Idea

This will open the create idea dialogue box already described, from which all the
main idea’s metadata can be specified, such as:

- Choose an icon

- Give a title (idea summary)
- Add Description

- Make private or public

- Tag

- Share with Groups

- Add Location

- Add Time

- Add websites

Once you have created the idea this will appear in your data under the Ideas tab.
Several functions can be accessed by opening the right menu under each idea
box (see figure 9 below), such as:

- Connect

- Edit

- Delete

- Tweet

- Get snippet
- GetURL
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Figure 9: Idea List showing idea item menu

3.2.3 Bookmark an idea
To bookmark an idea click the star icon that is underneath the idea label in the

sidebar. This action will turn the star yellow and it will add that idea to the list of
your bookmarked ideas.

3.2.4 Creating Connections

If you want to create a connection between two ideas you go to the Connections
tab, and you can:

1) Click on the + button on the left, underneath the tabs (see figure 10 below).
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Figure 10: Adding a new Connection

This will open the usual connections dialogue box, in which neither of the two
ideas have been pre-filled in.

Users will therefore need to either create two new ideas or pick from existing
ones.

To pick from already existing ideas, you can either type the label of the idea you
want to connect to (the auto-complete function will allow you to pick it from a
list of your ideas that mach the label you typed) or you can pick it from your
bookmarks list. To open the bookmarks list just click on the “Show bookmarks
list” button (see figure 5 above)

“Show bookmarks list” button

Remember, if you want to find the relevant idea you want to connect to in that
list you have to bookmark it before you start making the connection.

Finally users will need to choose a semantic connection from the “select link
type” list, or create their own connection type by clicking on “add new”. The
direction of the connection can be switched by clicking on “switch” link (see
image above).

2) Alternatively users can select the idea they want to connect from and then
select “connect” from the right menu under each idea box (see figure 9 above).
This will open the connection dialogue window, this time the ideal will be
prefilled with the selected idea you want to connect from. User then need to
proceed exactly as previously described to fill the idea2 and pick the connection
type and create the connection.
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4 Data Search and Navigation

There are two main ways to search:

* By exploring the tag cloud
* By typing keywords

4.1 Tag Cloud

The tag cloud can be explored by selecting the Tag Cloud tab from the Cohere
homepage (see figure 11 below). By clicking on the tag you are interesting in,
you will set the Page Context as being the search result for that tag. This means

that all ideas, websites, connections and people who have used that tag will be
listed in the different tabs.
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Figure 11: The Tag Cloud
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4.2 Keyword search
Alternatively contents can be searched by typing in the search box, which is
placed at the top right of the Cohere webpage. Say you have typed “climate
change”, you can then tick if you want to search on your items, all items or tags
only. When you click on the search button this will set the Page Context as being
the search result for “climate change”. This means that all ideas, websites,
connections and people who have any content which include the words “climate
change” will be listed in the different tabs (See figure 12 below).
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Figure 12: Example search results for ‘climate change’

5 Data Visualization

Cohere offers several type of visualizations for ideas, connections and people.

5.1 Visualizations for Ideas
Ideas can be visualized as

* Listview (seei.e.fig9 and fig. 12)
* Time Line view (Figure 13 here below)
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Figure 13: Time line view

Google map view (Figure 14 here below)
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Figure 14: Google map view

5.2 Visualizations for Connections

Connection can be visualized as

* List (see Figure 10)
¢ Network view (Figure 15 here below)
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Figure 15: Connection Network View

In the network view each idea or annotation is represented as a node and each
semantic connection as a directed graph with semantic link label. Moreover, each

node has an icon, an author (represented by a picture of the user who created
that idea) and a label.
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6 Hands on Cohere exercise notes

During this phase participants will start using the tool. They will be asked to
perform the following task

6.1 First part

1) Open your Firefox browser and go to http://cohere.open.ac.uk/ and sign in by
clicking on the sign in button at the top right of the homepage. Fill your name
and password and sign in to Cohere.

2) Then create your first idea which represents your research question.
To do so, please follow instruction at Page 111 Section 3.2.2 Creating Ideas.

3) Then open another tab in your browser and go to the OLnet proposal site at
http://people.kmi.open.ac.uk/anna/OLnet Proposal OU and CMU-public.htm

Open the Cohere sidebar by clicking on the blue right arrow at the top left of the
Cohere toolbar (see figure 16 below).
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and build capacity for a community concerned with improving OER design and applying methods for assessing robustness of OER. Through its activities OLnet will
encourage adoption of evaluative techniques to provide evidence on the effectiveness of OER in use.

The very openness of OER means that we cannot be sure how they are being used, what ways people are getting the best out of them, or if they are meeting the original goals
of the developers. OER authors are often not in the best position to address these questions, partly because their position inhibits neutrality and partly because of the need for
expertise and resources to do the research.

The approach of OLnet is to build structures and activities to nurture the growing pool of OER and associated services, developing a complementary infrastructure to
investigate and report on the issues around OER deployment and evaluation. OLnet takes the opportunity to go beyond isolated, individual views of OER effectiveness, by

Figure 16: Opening the Cohere Sidebar

4) Then read through the proposal and underline and annotate the parts that you
consider relevant to your research question by creating annotations/ideas.

To create annotations/ ideas please follow the indications at Page 5 Section 3.1.2
Creating Ideas.

Please tag your annotation with at least one specific tag to identify your sub-
project title. Also please don’t forget to share your annotation with the Cohere
workshop group by ticking the group “OLnet Team - Discussion”.
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Create at least four specific types of annotations which summarize

- the objective of your investigation;

- the method you are following (if any)

- the data you are going to collect;

- the outcomes you expect
Do so by picking different idea icons from the list for each annotation type:
objective, method, data and expected outcome icons. These icons have been

preset for you so you need just to pick them from the list in the idea dialogue box
(Figure 3).

5) Connect the research question you have just created with the four annotations
with meaningful semantic connections.

Please use the following connection schema:

- To connect Research Question to Objective use:

Objective > MOTIVATES > Research Question

- To connect Research Question to Method use:

Research Question > USES > Method

- To connect Research Question to Data use:

Data > COLLECTED TO INVESTGATE > Research Question

- To connect Research Question to Expected outcomes use:

Research Question > ENVISAGES/HYPOTHESISES > Expected Outcomes

To create connections please follow the instructions at Page 7, Section 3.1.4
Creating Connections.

6.2 Second part

1) Go to the Olnet site at http://olnet.org/ and annotate the blog posts you
have created with:
2)

- the activities you have carried out and/or you intend to carry out
(If you are an OLnet fellow please create the research activities you
want to carry on during your fellowship);

Please create more then one activity if necessary.
Please create one idea for each activity by annotating the OLnet
blog post in which you describe the activity. To do so follow the
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3)

4)

5)

instructions that explain how to create ideas from the sidebar at
page: Page 5 Section 3.1.2 Creating Ideas.

If you haven’t described your activities in any blog post yet, please
create an idea describing them by clicking on the + button in the
top left of the Cohere Toolbar.

Please tag your idea with at least one specific tag to identify your
sub-project title. Also please don’t forget to share your idea with
the Cohere workshop group by ticking the group “OLnet Team -
Discussion”.

- the findings of your first year research activity (If you are an OLnet
fellow please create the research activities you want to carry on
during your fellowship);

Please create one idea for each finding by annotating the OLnet
blog post in which you describe the findings. To do so follow the
instructions that explain how to create ideas from the sidebar at
page: Page 5 Section 3.1.2 Creating Ideas.

If you haven’t described your finding in any blog post yet, please
create an idea describing them by clicking on the + button in the
top left of the Cohere Toolbar.

Please tag your idea with at least one specific tag to identify your
sub-project title. Also please don’t forget to share your idea with
the Cohere workshop group by ticking the group “OLnet Team -
Discussion”.

Connect activity and finding with the following semantic connection:
Activity> PRODUCED > finding

To create connections please follow the instructions at page 7 Section
3.1.4 Creating Connections.

Please tag your connection with at least one specific tag to identify your
sub-project title. Also please don’t forget to share the connection with the
Cohere workshop group by ticking the group “OLnet Team - Discussion”.

Connect the Activities with the Research question you have created with
the following semantic connection:

Research Questions> MOTIVATES > Activities

To create connections please follow the instructions at page 7 Section
3.1.4 Creating Connections.

Please tag your connection with at least one specific tag to identify your
sub-project title. Also please don’t forget to share the connection with the
Cohere workshop group by ticking the group “OLnet Team - Discussion”.

Connect the findings with the research question you have created with
the following semantic connection:

Research question > RESULTS IN > Finding

To create connections please follow the instructions at page 7 Section
3.1.4 Creating Connections.

20



Please tag your connection with at least one specific tag to identify your
sub-project title. Also please don’t forget to share the connection with the
Cohere workshop group by ticking the group “OLnet Team - Discussion”.

6.3 Third part

1) Go to
http://cohere.open.ac.uk/node.php?nodeid=137108251470341729001275918
940&start=0&max=20&orderby=date&sort=DESC&direction=right&filtergroup=
&filterlist=&netnodeid=&netq=&netscope=&focalnode=1371082514703417290
01275918940#conn-neighbour

This view shows the main research questions and three research sub-questions
for OLnet as detailed in the proposal.

Please connect the research question you have created to one of these questions
with the following semantic connection:

Main OLent Research question > IS REFINED INTO > The research question you
have created.

2) Go back to the Cohere Website and click on My groups: OLnet Team -
Workshop.

This will bring you to the OLnet Team — Workshop context with the four tabs
showing the people in the group and all the ideas, websites’ clips and
connections created by the group.

Go to the Connections tab and click on the Visualize as: Network button

Network button

This will lunch the Cohere Applet.
Click the “Resize Applet” button one or twice to make the graph bigger

00 4

Resize Applet button

From this view you can explore the network and check ideas and connections
created by others.

Please create at least three connections between your ideas and ideas created by
someone else.

To do so click on the node you want to connect to and use the right click menu to
bookmark it (see figure 17 below)
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Figure 17: Creating a connection in the Network View

Then click on the node you want to connect from and use the right click menu
“connect” (see figure 18 below)
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Figure 18: Opening the Cohere Sidebar
This will open the connection dialogue box. To create the connection between
the two ideas please follow the instructions at page 7 Section 3.1.4 Creating

Connections.

When you click create connection the applet will refresh and the new connection
you have created will be added to the network.
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