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USING OPENLEARN TOOLS FOR COLLABORATIVE LEARNING

Alexandra Okada, OpenLearn, The Open University OU- UK
Ana Hessel, PUC-SP Sao Paulo, Brazil
Giovanni Farias, UFCG Paraiba, Brazil

Leonel Tractenberg, UFRJ Rio de Janeiro, Brazil

This paper describes three examples about the uses of knowledge media
technologies that may foster collaborative learning. These applications were
developed by an OpenLearn Collaborator: CoLearn — “Community of research about
Collaborative Learning”. The first example shows the use of Compendium to create
web maps about Cyberpsychology (Tractenberg, 2008) in a postgraduate course.
The second presents the use of FM to organise seminars about Digital Media
(Hessel, 2008) in a graduate course. The third demonstrates the use of FlashVlog to
produce Video for online courses (Farias, 2008).
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Table 1 - Using OpenLearn tools for collaborative learning in CoLearn Community



This pilot study, which is part of a participatory action research, focuses on CoLearn
participants” experiences with these tools with the aim of improving the performance
quality of their interactions within this community. The majority of ColLearn
participants are from Portuguese-speaking Countries. They are researchers,
lecturers and academic students whose interests focus on exploring knowledge
media tools to facilitate collaborative learning. Based in different countries (e.g.
Brazil, Portugal, Spain and Italy), they use OpenLearn tools to meet online, learn
together and create OER. Their interests are focused on social software, learning

and teaching strategies.

In the present study, we briefly report some findings from these three examples
summarized in Table 1. Colearn participants found Compendium, FM and FlashVlog
useful for engaging participants in collaborative learning. They were able to use
Compendium for brainstorm in online groups; FM videoconferencing for producing
learning resource together and FlashVlog as a teaching multimedia material for
engaging participants in collective activities. Their comments also show the
importance of learning how to use the tools together in order to face their initial
difficulties and solve technical problems.
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